
Councilman Dan Panico fights Exorbitant Dock and Bulkhead Fees
pos ted on 5/20/2011 11:30:33 A M

Passes Resolution To Repeal And Rollback Fees To Prior Level

Farmingville, NY - Recently, Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico  sponsored  and passed  a  resolution to  roll
back the exorbitant dock and bulkhead fees  of November 23rd, 2010.

"I  am pleased that the Town rolled back these recently c reated fees  and charges  for the cons truc tion of bulk heading
and  docks ,"  commented  Brookhaven  Town  C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico.  "I  think  that  this  was  a  c lass ic  cas e  of  a
munic ipality looking to inc rease revenue through fees  that were wholly inappropriate. A fter originally oppos ing these
and  other  fees  that  were  inc reased  late  las t  year, I  am pleased  that  the  Board  supported  this  move  to  res tore
common sense to the process ."

A s  a  result  of the  November 23rd series  of 17  resolutions  to  inc rease  fees  in Brookhaven Town bay  bottom fees
inc reased from .50  cents  a square foot to $20  dollars  a square foot. A s  a result of C ounc ilman P anico's  resolution to
repeal these fees  that he argued agains t in November, the fees  return to .50  cents  a square foot.

"I  s trongly believe that the fees  charged by Brookhaven, or any munic ipality, should have a connec tion to the cos t of
providing the service," commented P anico. "In this  case that connec tion was  c learly absent which made the passage
of these fee inc reases  ill conceived."

A t a previous  Town Board meeting C ounc ilman P anico also repealed the kayak fees  which were added as  a new fee to
the  P arks , Rec reational  and  C ultural  Resource  Fee  Schedule  for 2011. C ounc ilman P anico  fought  the  c reation of
these fees  then, and success fully removed the kayak fee as  a result of prior legis lation.
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